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In Santiago Atitlan, Solola department, a death list with the names of more than 100 local residents
began circulating late last year. Security forces reportedly spread rumors that the list was prepared
by the rebels, but local residents say they believe it was the work of experienced killers tied to the
army or the police. Some whose names were on the list are dead, and others have left the area.
So many teachers have fled the nearby hamlet of Cerro de Oro that the school there has been
closed. Soldiers are normally absent from the streets of the town during the day, probably because
foreign tourists often arrive by boat to buy native handicrafts. A few miles down the dirt highway,
soldiers dressed in camouflage uniforms and carrying Israeli-made Galil assault rifles are a common
sight. (Basic data from New York Times, 02/17/88; see "Guatemala: Reports on Recent Murders,
Abductions; Security Forces Believed Responsible," CAU 02/17/88, for details on killings and
military occupation of Santiago Atitlan)
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